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THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MONSON ALMSHOUSE.
We print the following communication from amcdical friend, in whose

statements we have entire confidence. From it we learn that Dr. Brew-
ster, the newly-appointed Superintendent of the Monson Almshouse,
has been wronged by our editorial article of the 21st of October, 1858,
entitled Politics and Medicine. We certainly have no intention of in-
juring the reputation of any man, or of saying anything which places
one in a false position before the profession or the community. In so far
as we have unwittingly done this in Dr. Brcwster's case, wo are ready
to retract the obnoxious expressions. The source from which our in-
formation was derived we supposed to be fully as reliable as that
which now furnishes us directly the opposite assertions. We can only
account for these contradictory opinions, by presuming our first cor-

respondent to have been misinformed ; since we have no reason to
think him maliciously disposed toward Dr. Brcwster, or that he would,
knowingly, do him wrong. Our second correspondent, C. N. C,
seems to have had the same impressions and information as our first ;
it rests with these gentlemen to consider the new aspect put upon the
affair, and to act accordingly.

Our sentiments as to the general subject, remain wholly unchanged ;
and we are glad to notice that our Berkshire correspondent agreeswith us upon the matter therein at issue.

" Messrs. Editors,—I have read, with regret, in the leading edito-
rial in your issue of tho 21st inst., the following paragraph: 'Dr.
Brooks, Superintendent of the Monson Almshouse, has been removed
by his Excellency, through the agency of the very wise and conscien-
tious Councillors, to make room for one of their political supporters,
notoriously incompetent not only in his medical capacity, but in every
other, except that occupation which has placed him where he is.'

" I do not except to the doctrine or tho mode in which the ' general
subject ' is presented. In this regard the article is excellent and
timely ; but to the false ' fact ' furnished by ' esteemed correspond-
ent, ' and made the text on which a good sermon is hinged, ' esteemed
correspondent' is at fault, as 1 will show you.

" The paragraph above quoted—unjust and undeserved as it is—is
made worse by another correspondent, in tlie Journal of the 28th inst.
—(muddy correspondent, as 1 will designate him for the sake of clear-
ness). ' Esteemed correspondent ' only charges Dr. Brcwster with noto-
rious incompetency and political parlizanship ; 2d, (or muddy) corre-
spondent, evidently misunderstanding ' esteemed correspondent,' gives
utterance to a burst of ' righteous indignation ' on the ground that Dr.
Brcwster is a Ihomsonian. The charges, then, against Dr. Brcwster,
may be summed up under three heads :—1st, He is incompetent ; 2d,
He is a partizan ;—3d, He is an irregular practitioner—a Tliomsonian.

" Dr. Brewster is well known in this community as a gentleman of
liberal education and high character. He graduated with honor at
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Williams College, and afterwards at the Berkshire Medical Institution.
Ile was for several years in successful medical practice in this State.
As to his executive ability, his friends may point with pride to the con-
dition and management, under every disadvantage, of the Almshouse
at Monson.

"2d, Dr. Brewster is not, and never has been, a political partizan,
not even a politician. He did not receive his appointment as a reward
for political services, but was warmly recommended to Gov. Banks by
some of tho most distinguished and honored of the profession in the
State, who knew his ability and worth.

"3d, Dr. Brewster is free from all taint of Thomsonism, or any
other medical 'ism or 'pathy. He has always been true to rational
medicine and the regular profession. As to the appointment of Nich-
ols as Physician—said to be a Thomsonian—I have nothing to say,
since the appointment of the physician to the Almshouse does not
vest in the Superintendent, and cannot therefore be laid to the charge
of Dr. Brewster. Indeed, he has nothing more to do with it than
your correspondent C. N. C. 'I am [not] a supporter of the present
State administration, yet I believe that such flagrant injustice to wor-

thy and honorable men, if unatoncd for, will compel the people [pro-
fession] to place their seal of condemnation ' on such correspondents
as C. N. C. Dr. Brcwster is well known in this County, and deserv-
edly esteemed ; and any attempt to depreciate him, we are not disposed
to let pass unchallenged. Berkshire."

Pittsfield, October 29th, 1858.

MASSACHUSETTS BENEVOLENT MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The annual meeting of this Society took place on Thursday, Octo-

ber 28th. Several new members joined, and the affairs of the Asso-
ciation were represented to be in an encouraging condition. The old
board of officers was elected, with the exception of the Council, throe
names being dropped from the list each j'car, according to rule, to be
supplied by an equal number of new ones.

The annual supper took place at the Revere House, on the eveningof Nov. 5th, and, it is needless to say, was served with all the taste and
generous hospitality which has deservedly made that hotel celebrated
both at homo and abroad. In the absence of the President, Dr. George
Hayward, the Vice President, Dr. George H. Lyman, occupied the
chair, and by his opening address, his frequent remarks and senti-
ments, gave character to the meeting, and contributed to its unflag-
ging pleasure.

After supper was over, Dr. Lyman, in a sentiment addressed to the
Clergy, called up our friend and sincerely respected chaplain, tho Rev.
Dr. Chandler Robbins, who said that his father had been a physician, as
were others of his family, and alluded to the objects of the society,
the relief of such of the medical men of Massachusetts as had, by
disease, by age, or by losses, been reduced to poverty, having little to
support their families, and nothing to leave them at their death. Some
very pleasant reminiscences of the profession in his early days were

related, and an interest in the profession manifested, which met with
the best feelings of all present.

Dr. Lyman next gave the following sentiment : " Amidst the tri-
umphs of Republicanism, we rejoice in the presence of an Autocrat."
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This called up Dr. 0. W. Holmes, who in his most felicitous manner,
in a short poem, ministered

"To the general joy of the whole table."
As we have since been told that at 2 o'clock, that afternoon, not a
line of the poem was written, we cannot but award to its distinguish-ed author the large distinction which his efforts always so cheerfully
and freely receive.

Immediately after the poem, the members present were all, yes,
literally all, called upon by sentiments admirably adapted to each, and
which were responded to with that perfect willingness which always
receives a kind reception, and makes every one a contributor to tho
pleasure of the whole assembly. This made an outstanding feature of
this symposium, and will make it long remembered. The importanceof some meeting to the success of such associations was very fre-
quently referred to. One spoke of such meetings abroad, and of tho
benefit derived from them—we mean of societies for the relief of de-
cayed members. At one such meeting, 1200 or 1400 pounds were
subscribed, and with what blessings would not this great sum be
dispensed I

Some recent instances of munificence to the medical profession in
Boston were referred to. In one of these, a sum more than twice the
fee paid by the Queen of England to her accoucheur for his attendance
during labor and after, till recovery, was left by will to a physician
present, for a single consultation visit, in which he was, without a

figure, instrumental in preventing death. The time spent was only a

very few hours. This case occurred between thirty and forty years
ago, and for the service no fee was demanded, the lady being the wife
of a physician. The fact of having attended this case, tho lady her-
self, and all relating to her had so completely passed from the memory
of the medical attendant, that when he was informed of his large lega-
cy, he could not remember what had led to so munificent a bequest.It was only after accidentally hearing the name and residence of the
old nurse in the case, and calling on her, that he learned the occasion
of the gift. This was spoken of above as an act of munificence to
our profession, and is it not truly so ? The personal and the external
are lost sight of in such an act, and a moral character attaches at once
to it. We are grateful that our efforts to save life, to remove disease
and pain have such regard as was displayed in the act referred to.
The will, in this case, was made but a few weeks before the sudden
death of the testatrix, showing how faithfully and constantly tho ser-
vice rendered had been remembered.

After some preliminary remarks, expressive of the deep sense ot
the Association of the important services rendered to tho profession
by Dr. James Jackson, and of the interest of its members in his wel-
fare, his health was drunk by them standing.Wit and humor and song had each their part in the happy hours of
this annual meeting. Interest did not flag for an instant. Every mo-
ment had its pleasant word, and the frequent laugh showed that what
was said or sung fell upon the good soil of willing hearts and minds.

But the small hours were at hand, and the smallest trenched upon,
and the time lor breaking up was hinted at. A song was called for, the
piano was rolled into the room, and excellent music was made. " Auld
Lang Syne " was at length reached, and being sung, the very plea-
sant meeting was adjourned to the next anniversary.
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DEATH OF DR. LUCIUS COOK, OF ERVINO.
At a meeting of the Franklin District Medical Society, held at Shel-

burne Palls, Oct. 27th, 1858, the following notice of the late Dr. Cook
was read by Dr. E. Barton, of Orange, and, together with the resolu-
tions, was adopted, and a copy ordered to be sent to tho Boston Medi-
cal and Surgical Journal.

Dr. Lucius Cook died at Erving, Franklin County, of disease of the
heart, at the age of 44 years, Oct. 10th, 1858, after a long and dis-
tressing sickness, to which he submitted with philosophic resignation.
Ho was a native of Amherst, took his medical degree at the Medical
department of Harvard University, in 1840, and soon commenced
practice in Wendell, where he continued, except during an interval
of a few months absence, until about two years ago/when he removed
to Grant's Corner, but still retained a good share of his medical prac-
tice at Wendell as long as he was able to attend to business.

Dr. Cook possessed raro business talents, and although business
outside of his profession divided his time, yet he was strongly attach-
ed to the healing art, and was ever ready, with a willing ear and
warm heart, to hear and answer the calls of the suffering sick. He
was one of the most active and self-sacrificing physicians in this sec-
tion ; ever willing to forego needed rest and personal comfort, in order
to minister to tho calls and comfort of others : and thus by his skill
and devotodness to his business, he gained that confidence of the
public which it is the fortune of but few to possess.

" Resolved, That in tho death of Dr. Cook, this Society has lost one
of its earliest and warmest friends.

"Resolved, That while we mourn the early departure of our pro-
fessional brother, and lament that our meetings are no more to bo en-
livened by the presence of his convivial spirit, wo would not be un-
mindful of the home which is made desolate by his loss, and would
tender to his bereaved family our warmest sympathy.

" Resolved, That in order to cherish the memory and virtues of our
deceased brother, the above be placed on the records of the Society ;
also, that a copy of tho same be transmitted to the family of the de-
ceased, and to tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, by the Sec-
retary." Charles M. Duncan,

Secretary of Franklin District Medical Society.
NEW OPERATION FOR RÁNULA.

The following operation, a notice of which we find in the Gazette
des Hôpitaux, for the cure of ránula, proposed by M. Barrier, of Ly-
ons, recommends itself for its ingenuity and simplicity, and is worthy
of a trial in a disease which often bailies the skill of the surgeon.
Each extremity of the transverse diameter of the tumor is seized by
a pair of forceps held by assistant. The operator taking that on the
left side himself, cuts with the scissors a triangular flap, whose base
is to the right of the antero-posterior diameter, the apex (which should
be truncated) being consequently to the left. He then takes the
other forceps, and makes a small incision from before backward, near
the base of the flap, extending through the cyst. Through this slit is
inserted tho apex of the flap, which is turned inward, from left to right,
and is secured by a suture. In this way the mucous membrane, be-
ing turned inward, forms the lining of tho sac, which consequentlydoes not tend to close, but allows the free escape of its contents.
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REPORTING COMMON CASES.
Messrs. Editors,—I was much interested in the remarks of the Pre-

sident of the Stifl'olk District Medical Society at its last meeting, in
respect to the advantage of reporting ordinary, as well as extraordi-
nary cases. These remarks apply, 1 think, quite as well to periodical
medical literature, as to Medical Societies. So far as my reading ex-
tends, writers for Medical Journals confine themselves to the one re-
markable case of the year, or life-time, to the almost entire exclusion
of tho ninety ainl nine of every-day practice. Now it seems to mo
that a change in this particular would bo an improvement—a changethat would introduce accounts of the most simple and successful me-thods of treating the most simple and common affections met with in
every one's experience. Nor should the medicinal curative treatment
alone be considered, but also the preventive, and hygienic, even to
the minute details of the latter.

If more attention were given to these little tilings in cause, cure and
prevention of disease, we should not be so often found, in our treat-
ment of the minor every-day departures from health, as empirical as
old women, though less successful than they. T.

Haverhill, Mass., Nov. Oth, 1858.
QUACK ADVERTISEMENTS IN RELIGIOUS PAPERS.

Messrs. Editors,—If the physician who called your attention to tho
"Questionable Advertisement" in the Puritan Recorder, and who
"continues to take the paper for want of a substitute, conducted with
more elevated views of what medicine demands of moral and intelli-
gent men," will turn to your Journal, Vol. LVII., No. 16, Nov. I!',
1857, under the head of " Empirical Advertisements," he may find
information which will perhaps relieve his anxiety. The American
Presbyterian, published in Philadelphia, ami the New York Observer,published in New York City, both take high moral and honorable
ground on the subject of empiricism, ami well deserve the patronage
of our profession. _ A. C.

Treatment of Nervous Diseases.—We take pleasure in calling atten-
tion to Dr. Woodward's announcement of his intention to establish a
private institution for the treatment of diseases of the nervous sys-tem, in Worcester. We are able, from personal acquaintance, to re-
commend him in the highest manner, as one well qualified by long ex-
perience, and by the instructions of his father, the late Dr. Samuel B.
Woodward, so well known as one of the most eminent practitioners in
this oountay in the treatment of insanity.

Sugar in Injury of the Eye from Lime.—The Indicateur de Mayencestates that a strong solution of sugar in water, dropped into the eye,is an excellent remedy for the severe injuries to that organ caused by
the accidental contact with particles of lime. The solution has the
property of dissolving and removing the lime.

Drs. White and Ford, of Charleston, S. C, have made use of the
veratrum viride and gelseminum senipervirens in the treatment of yel-low fever during the late prevalence of the epidemic in that city.Their confidence in them as arterial sedatives is such that they will
continue their use.
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Yellow Fever.—The number of deaths from yellow fever in Charleston, S. C,
in the month of September, as reported in the Charleston Medical Journal, was
899 whites, and 18 blacks. In New Orleans, during the same period, as stated
in the Medical and Surgical Journal of that city, the total number of deaths by
the disease was 1820.

Dispensary Work in New York.—New York has five large dispensaries, where,
during the past month, 10,385 patients have been treated, and 640 persons
been vaccinated. The native-born patients numbered 4,894, a little less than
half of the whole. Tho average of prescriptions was two to each patient.—New
York Times.

Croup.—Croup, so dangerous to young children, has attracted much attention
of Late among medical men. Dr. J. Cloquet, at a recent sitting of the Academy
of Science, presented some interesting observations lately made by Dr. Bouchât
on this subject. From these it appears that the third period of the croup is ac-

companied with a general insensibility or anrosthesia of the skin, which increases
as the flbrinous concretions of the larynx extend or thicken, and is not complete
except when the obstacle to the entrance of air into the lungs is very considerable
and has existed for some hours. This symptom denotes the imminent approach
of asphyxia, and calls for immediate recourse to the operation of tracheotomy.
The anœsthesia of the skin ceases as soon as the trachea has been opened. Dr.
Jodin has also sent in a paper on croup, in which ho advocates a new treatment.
Starting from tho argument that croup and all membranaceous anginas are but
parasitical atl'eetions, he contends that they require neither general remedies nor

cauterizations, and that of all simple remedies, capable of removing these para-
sitical growths, the perchlorido of iron is by far the best. It penetrates through
the fungus, modifies the hiemorrhagie state which always exists in the affected
parts and in their neighborhood, and, lastly, obliges the patient to expectorate,
by which means the false membrane is expelled, and an immediate cure effected.
—Idem.

Morison, ihr Hygeist.—The following facts regarding this successful vender of
pills, we are told, may be relied upon :—James Morison was a Scotchman, and a

gentleman by birth and education. His family was of the landed gentry of Ab-
erdeenshire, his brother being " Morison of Boguie," an estate worth about £4000
a-year, and sonic of the finest granite-built mansions in Aberdeen—Morison's
Hall, for instance, belonged to him. In 1810 James Morison, having sold his
commission, for he was an officer in the army, lived in No. 17 Silver Street, Ab-
erdeen, a house belonging to Mr. Jteid, of Lowter and lteid, druggists. He ob-
tained the use of their pill-machine, with which ho made in their back shop as

many pills as filled two large casks. The ingredients of these pills, however he
may have modified them afterward, were chiefly oatmeal and bitter aloes. With
these two great " meal bowies " filled with pills, he started for London, with the
fag-end of his fortune, advertised them far and wide, and ultimately amassed
£600,000. Mr. Iteid was frequently importuned by Dr. Moir, a fellow-student of
the late Sir James Macgregor, under Dr. French, of Marischal College, to write
to the Times and expose tho whole matter, but ho never complied.—London
Athenamm.

A committee has been appointed by the State Medical Society of North Carolina
to petition the Legislature for the establishment of a State Medical Board.-
Some of our Western brethren are giving their experience in the use of cran-

berry poultices in the treatment of erysipelas.
Communications Received.—Analysis of Urinary Calculi.—Puerperal Convulsions.

MAiiiiiii»,—In Waltham, i!7th ult., Jno. M. Eaton, M.D., of I'lainllold, tu Hiss Mana Wetherbee. of
Walthmn.

Deaths in Huston for tho week ending Saturday noon, November 6th, 68. Males, Si—Females, 35.—
Inflammation of the brain, 1—oancrura <n'is, I—consumption, 18—cancer, 1—croup, 1—cholera Infantum,!
—diarrhoea, 1—dysentery, 2—debility, 2—dropsy in the head, 8—exhaustion, 1—typhoid fever, 8—soar-
let fever, 1—disease of the heart, 1—hosmorrhage, 1—hydrophobia, 1—intemperance, 2—disease of the
liver, 2—Inflammation of the lungs, 7—pleurisy, 1—palsy, 8—rheumatism, 1—scrofula, 1—teething, U—
unknown, 1.

Under 6 years, 22—between G and '20years, 0—between 20 anil 40yearH, 18—between 40 and 130 years,
11—above liu years, 7. Horn in the United States, 87—Ireland, 18—other places, 8.
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